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1. Introduction  

Brazil holds a major geopolitical responsibility in international environmental decisions. 
However, contrary to environmental preservation, large development projects linked to 
the agricultural and mining sectors (Ritter et al., 2017) and controversial due to their 
socio-environmental impacts (Antonaccio, 2022) are defended by political advocates of 
developmentalism (Fonseca, 2014). Indeed, the debate surrounding extractivism and 
infrastructure projects worldwide has been historically marked by opposing narratives: 
the promotion of these projects as economic drivers versus critiques highlighting their 
socio-environmental risks (Walton & Boon, 2014; Lyytimäki et al., 2021; Yin, 2024).  

In the Amazon region, where most of these projects are concentrated, local media has 
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often been used as a propaganda platform by influential regional actors (Peruzzo, 2005;  
Aguiar, 2016). Although studies in the EU and the U.S. highlight community, 
commitment, and continuity as pillars of digital local journalism (Gulyas & Hess, 2024) 
and emphasize that it breaks from the elitist orientation of mainstream media (Sjøvaag, 
2018; Mathisen, 2023), the Brazilian case seems to diverge.  

In fact, local media has the potential to amplify voices often overlooked by national 
coverage, yet structural and financial challenges undermine its independence and 
quality (Amaral, 2012; Nielsen, 2015; Mota, 2023). Resource scarcity and overburdened 
professionals have intensified churnalism, favoring the reproduction of content from 
press offices and PR agencies (Boumans et al., 2018; Guenther, Schröder & Tratter, 
2024). The study and practice of local journalism requires an understanding of 
place-based context, alongside wider social, cultural, political and economic factors that 
shape the sector (Gulyas & Hess, 2024). In Brazil, political influence on media is 
facilitated by the limited journalistic coverage in these areas, both in quantity and quality 
(Netlab, 2022; Mota, 2023), resulting in biased reporting and omission of facts (Peruzzo, 
2005).  

The fragility of local media limits its role in both informing and fostering diverse voices. 
The lack of diversity in journalism is described as blind spots, media shadows (Nord & 
Nygren, 2022), or news deserts (Napoli, 2018), reflecting geographical, thematic, or 
social gaps. The framing of news highlights (or omits) certain aspects of reality to shape 
public perception and influence policy responses, playing a pivotal role in environmental 
issues (Entman, 1993; Lewandowsky, 2021). Studies show that local coverage in Brazil 
is often dominated by agribusiness interests, sidelining environmental agendas and 
institutionalizing conflicts between these sectors (Duchiade, 2024; Girardi et al., 2012; 
Santos et al., 2024; Netlab, 2022). This alignment not only further weakens the media 
ecosystem but also contributes to the dismantling of environmental protection.  

Against this backdrop, this research investigates how local media outlets in the Amazon 
report on four large development projects with socio-environmental impacts: (i) the 
resurfacing of the BR-319 highway; (ii) the construction of the Ferrogrão railway; (iii) oil 
well drilling at the mouth of the Amazon River; and (iv) potassium exploration on 
Indigenous lands. By analyzing news content, actors' representation, reproduction, and 
mentions of geographical scales, this paper aims to investigate how local media in the 
Amazon frame large development projects with socio-environmental impacts to examine 
the dominance of economic-driven narratives, the prominence of specific actors and 
how geographical scales influence the framing of their coverage.  

2. Data and methods  

To track media coverage of these four projects, we relied on our continuous monitoring 
of 280 local media websites in the Amazon. Data collection was conducted with 
customized crawlers, which automated the extraction of news articles (Zhao, 2017). We 
then performed searches using terms related to the projects to filter the dataset and  
identify project mentions between January 1, 2023, and March 31, 2024.  

We conducted a systematic content analysis of 3,555 articles published by 186 of the 

 
 



280 monitored media outlets, evaluating their positioning on the projects and 
identifying 
mentions of key actors. We also analyzed the geographical scales – local, regional, 
national, or global – of socio-environmental impacts, building upon Nyberg, Wright & 
Kirk (2018). During the manual analysis, we looked for signs of content reproduction 
and identified the original sources of the reproduced articles.  

3. Findings and contribution  

The findings show that local media predominantly supports large development projects. 
Supportive articles emphasize economic growth and national development, while critics 
focus on local impacts. While the international scale was introduced through climate 
concerns, it appeared less frequently in the coverage compared to other scales. 
Potassium extraction is mainly linked to indigenous community impacts, while oil 
extraction is discussed in terms of global environmental consequences. In the case of 
BR-319, regional impacts, particularly state connections and mobility implications, are 
most emphasized. The Ferrogrão project coverage touches on all scales—local, 
national, and international—due to its direct link to agribusiness expansion and 
economic impact. Our analysis, like Nyberg et al. (2018), shows how different 
geographical scales are used to mobilize support or resistance to the projects in local 
media.  

Among the actors, local politicians, business leaders, and agribusiness entities were the 
primary advocates for the projects, while researchers, environmental NGOs, 
government agencies, and affected communities were less frequently mentioned, often 
receiving less attention or argumentative weight. This contradicts the "community" 
element that local journalism should uphold (Gulyas & Hess, 2024), as it 
underrepresents and neglects the affected communities. It also shows that local media 
often overshadow critical voices, limiting public debate and diversity on the 
socio-environmental impacts of the projects. This reflects studies showing that 
journalists tend to favor powerful and elite sources, thus reflecting their perspectives 
(Berkowitz, 2019; Sjøvaag, 2018; Yin, 2024).  

Both supportive and critical articles highlighted the federal government's ambiguous 
stance, showcasing divisions between key figures like President Lula and Ministries of 
the Environment, Transport and of Agriculture and Livestock. This political duality was 
reflected in the coverage, often framing internal government tensions as a debate over 
development visions, without fully addressing the socio-environmental impacts of the 
projects.  

The research found that 65.2% of the content was republished from other sites, 
primarily news agency articles, highlighting these sources' central role in shaping media 
coverage. The prevalence of declaratory journalism, churnalism, and pink-slime 
journalism reflects the region’s journalistic deterioration and heavy reliance on 
third-party content (Welbers et al., 2016; Lyytimäki et al., 2021; Anderson-Davis, 2024; 
Brown, 2024). Despite increasing efforts to promote local media outlets focused on 
socio-environmental issues (Duchiade, 2024), the current reliance of online local 
journalism on national agency content weakens engagement with local knowledge and 

 
 



context (Gulyas & Hess, 2024; Wahl-Jorgensen, 2022). 
The study shows that the mere presence of a media outlet in a territory does not 
guarantee proximity to its audiences (Mota, 2023; Jerónimo, Correia & Gradim, 2020). It 
also reveals how coverage patterns prioritize certain arguments and geographical 
scales, reinforcing the dominance of economic sectors in local media discourse. The 
limited number of news connecting local impacts to global issues, such as climate 
change and deforestation, underscores the media’s difficulty in contextualizing the 
broader implications of the projects. This highlights the need for a critical examination of 
media dynamics in the Amazon, particularly in the digital sphere, where large-scale 
content replication can amplify dominant narratives while sidelining dissenting voices. 
By exposing patterns of content reproduction, institutional source dependency, and 
framings that align with political and economic interests, the study contributes to 
understanding local media vulnerabilities and the challenges of fostering a more 
independent and robust environmental journalism online.  

References  

Aguiar, S. (2016). Territórios do jornalismo: Geografias da mídia local e regional no 
Brasil (1ª edição). Editora Vozes.  

Amaral, V. (2012) A proximidade de uma imprensa regional à ideia de cidadania ativa. 
In: CORREIA, João Carlos (Org.). Ágora - Jornalismo de Proximidade: Limites, 
Desafios e Oportunidades. LabCom Books.  

Anderson-Davis, S. (2024). “Pink Slime Journalism” and a history of media manipulation 
in America. Columbia Journalism Review.  
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center/pink-slime-journalism-and-a-history-of-media-manipulatio 
n-in-america.php  

Antonaccio, L. (2022, june 3). Impactos e Riscos: Os Efeitos Socioambientais de 
Projetos de Infraestrutura. Climate Policy Initiative.  
https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/pt-br/impactos-e-riscos-os-efeitos-socioambienta
i s-de-projetos-de-infraestrutura/  

Berkowitz, D. (2019). Reporters and Their Sources. In The Handbook of Journalism 
Studies (2º ed). Routledge.  

Boumans, J., Trilling, D., Vliegenthart, R., & Boomgaarden, H. (2018). The Agency 
Makes the (Online) News World go Round: The Impact of News Agency Content on 
Print and Online News. International Journal of Communication, 12(0), Article 0.  

Brown, P. (2024). ‘Pink Slime’: Partisan journalism and the future of local news. 
Columbia Journalism Review.  
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center/pink-slime-partisan-journalism-and-the-future-of-local-ne 
ws.php  

Duchiade, A. (2024). Rádios locais cobrem temas socioambientais e desafiam 
interesses poderosos na Amazônia brasileira. LatAm Journalism Review by the 

 
 



Knight Center. 
https://latamjournalismreview.org/pt-br/articles/radios-locais-cobrem-temas-socioambien 
tais-e-desafiam-interesses-poderosos-na-amazonia-brasileira/  

Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm. Journal 
of Communication, 43(4), 51–58. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x  

Fonseca, P. (2014). Desenvolvimentismo: A construção do Conceito. In Presente e 
Futuro do Desenvolvimento Brasileiro. Instituto de Pesquisa Econômica Aplicada 
(IPEA). https://hdl.handle.net/10419/121580  

Girardi, I. M. T., Schwaab, R. T., Massierer, C., & Loose, E. B. (2012). Caminhos e 
descaminhos do jornalismo ambiental. Comunicação & Sociedade, v. 34, p. 131-152 
http://www.repositorio.ufop.br/handle/123456789/5632  

Guenther, L., Schröder, J. T., & Tratter, A. (2024). Copy and Paste: Churnalism in 
science journalism. In Insights on Science Journalism. Routledge.  

Gulyas, A., & Hess, K. (2024). The Three “Cs” of Digital Local Journalism: Community, 
Commitment and Continuity. Digital Journalism, 12(1), 6–12.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/21670811.2023.2211639  

Jerónimo, P., Correia, J. C., & Gradim, A. (2020). Are we close enough? Digital 
challenges do local journalists. Journalism Practice, 16(5), 813–827. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2020.1818607  

Lewandowsky, S. (2021). Liberty and the pursuit of science denial. Current Opinion in 
Behavioral Sciences, 42, 65–69. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2021.02.024  

Lyytimäki, J., Benighaus, L., Gómez, J., Benighaus, C., Kauppi, S., Kotilainen, J. M., 
Mononen, T., & del Rio, V. (2021). Mining in the Newspapers: Local and Regional Media 
Representations of Mineral Exploration and Mining in Finland, Germany, and Spain. 
Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration, 38(5), 1831–1843.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42461-021-00453-4  

Mathisen, B. R. (2023). Sourcing Practice in Local Media: Diversity and Media 
Shadows. Journalism Practice, 17(4), 647–663.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.194214  

Mota, D. (2023). A Erosão da Proximidade: Questões e Desafios do Jornalismo 
Local na Sociedade Contemporânea. Comunicação e sociedade, 44, Article 44.  

Napoli, P. M., Weber, M. S., McCollough, K., & Wang, Q. (2018). “Assessing Local 
Journalism: News Deserts, Journalism Divides, and the Determinants of the 
Robustness of Local News. Report, News Measures Research Project, DeWitt Wallace 
Center for Media & Democracy. 
Netlab UFRJ. (2022, August 26). Ecologia da Mídia Regional na Amazônia Legal. 
NetLab UFRJ.  

 
 



https://netlab.eco.ufrj.br/post/ecologia-da-mídia-regional-na-amazônia-legal 

Nord, L., & Nygren, G. (2002). Medieskugga. Stockholm: Atlas , 2002. , p.264.  

Nyberg, D., Wright, C., & Kirk, J. (2018). Dash for Gas: Climate Change, Hegemony and 
the Scalar Politics of Fracking in the UK. British Journal of Management, 29(2), 
235–251. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8551.12291  

Nielsen, R. K. (Org.). (2015). Local journalism: The decline of newspapers and the rise 
of digital media. I.B. Tauris & Co. Ltd in association with the Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism, University of Oxford.  

Peruzzo, C. (2018). Mídia regional e local: Aspectos conceituais e tendências. 
Comunicação & Sociedade, 26. https://doi.org/10.15603/2175-7755/cs.v26n43p67-84  

Ritter, C. D., McCrate, G., Nilsson, R. H., Fearnside, P. M., Palme, U., & Antonelli, A. 
(2017). Environmental impact assessment in Brazilian Amazonia: Challenges and 
prospects to assess biodiversity. Biological Conservation, 206, 161–168. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2016.12.031  

Santos, M., Melo, B., Magalhães, T., Dias, J., Salles, D. (2024). (RE)PRODUÇÃO 
LOCAL DE DESINFORMAÇÃO: a cobertura da CPI das ONGs na Amazônia Legal. 
Anais do 22º Encontro Nacional de Pesquisadores em Jornalismo - Vol. 22, 2024.  

Sjøvaag, H. (2018). Journalistikkens attraksjon til makten: Norsk medietidsskrift, 
[Journalisms Attraction to Power. Political Source Diversity in Norwegian News Media]. 
Norsk Medietidsskrift 25 (2): 1–18.https://doi.org/10.18261/issn.0805-9535-2018-02-02  

Walton, S., & Boon, B. (2014). Engaging with a Laclau & Mouffe informed discourse 
analysis: A proposed framework. Qualitative Research in Organizations and 
Management: An International Journal, 9(4), 351–370.  
https://doi.org/10.1108/QROM-10-2012-1106  

Welbers, K., van Atteveldt, W., Kleinnijenhuis, J., & Ruigrok, N. (2018). A Gatekeeper 
among Gatekeepers: News agency influence in print and online newspapers in the 
Netherlands. Journalism Studies, 19(3), 315–333.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/1461670X.2016.1190663  

Wahl-Jorgensen, K. (2024). Local Knowledge and Epistemic Authority in 
Entrepreneurial Journalism. Digital Journalism, 12(1), 48–62.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/21670811.2022.2128388  

Yin, F. (2024). Layered Environmental Discourses: Media Representations of 
Transnational Extractivism in Zimbabwe. African Journalism Studies, 0(0), 1–18. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23743670.2024.2365237 
Zhao, B. (2017). Web Scraping. In: Schintler, L., McNeely, C. (eds) Encyclopedia of Big 
Data. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-32001-4_483-1 

 
 


