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The PURbOePV WLWh MedLa LLWeUac\: A MRYePeQW FRU IQWeUdeSeQdeQce

The SUimaU\ goalV of media liWeUac\ aUe laXdable: acWiYe and cUiWical Whinking aboXW Whe
meVVageV Ze UeceiYe and Whe meVVageV Ze cUeaWe (NAMLE, 2007, NoYembeU). In
SUacWice, media liWeUac\ VWandaUdi]eV limiWed Za\V of knoZing and noUmali]eV bXilW-in
biaVeV. SXbVeTXenWl\, iWV naUUoZ emShaViV on Vkill deYeloSmenW, SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe Uole of
facW-checking, conWenW cUeaWion, and indeSendenW UeVeaUch aUe all SUacWiceV WhaW can be
e[SloiWed, ofWenWimeV leading Wo Whe amSlificaWion of miVinfoUmaWion (TUiSodi, 2018).
HomogeneoXV media liWeUac\ alVo aVVXmeV WhaW SlaWfoUmV aUe neXWUal ± codif\ing a
dominanW, neolibeUal, UaciVW lenV aV a comSeWenc\ (ChXn, 2011; TUXman, 2019).
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Social media liWeUac\ aVVXmeV Whe noUmV of SUoSUieWaU\ algoUiWhmV, aUming XVeUV ZiWh
Whe VkillV deWeUmined b\ Silicon Valle\¶V coUSoUaWe, indiYidXaliVW, ZhiWe VXSUemaciVW
YalXeV (MaUZick, 2013; BXcheU, 2018; SZeene\, 2016). ConWemSoUaU\ high Vchool
cXUUicXla WeacheV VWXdenWV Wo abl\ bUand and SUomoWe WhemVelYeV, enVhUining neolibeUal
ideologieV of Velf-UeVSonVibili]ed enWUeSUeneXUVhiS (³OnWaUio´, 2019). AdeSW meme
cUeaWoUV aUe UeZaUded foU Uacial aSSUoSUiaWion and SaWhologi]ed, fXngible SeUfoUmanceV
of BlackneVV (BUock, 2012). VaniW\ meWUicV foVWeU UeSXWaWion an[ieW\ in Vocial media¶V
µVXcceVV WheaWUe¶ (RogeUV, 2018). PeUVonal daWa SUoWecWion iV an aUgXabl\ fXWile leVVon in
SUiYac\ WhaW SUeacheV SaUanoid gaWed commXniWieV (ChXn, 2016). FaVciVW media SXndiWV
eaVil\ e[SloiW conVeUYaWiYe media liWeUac\ SUacWice of ³doing \oXU oZn UeVeaUch´ Wo
naWXUali]e miVinfoUmaWion. Social media liWeUac\ VWandaUdV Weach an iWeUaWion of ZhaW
Black feminiVW HoUWenVe SSilleUV¶ (1987) callV ³AmeUican gUammaU´ ± an ongoing, ZhiWe
VXSUemaciVW V\mbolic YalXe V\VWem ³gUoXnded in Whe oUiginaWing meWaShoUV of caSWiYiW\
and mXWilaWion´ (SSilleUV, 1987, S. 68).

WhaW aUe Whe imSliciWl\ Uaced, claVVed noUmV of Ueading "coUUecWl\"? WhaW aUe mXndane
eYeU\da\ emanciSaWoU\ Ueading SUacWiceV? WhaW alWeUnaWiYe liWeUac\ SUacWiceV do XVeUV
deSlo\ Wo UejecW WheVe indiYidXaliVWic, UaciVW VWandaUdV, and foUge WheiU oZn
inWeUdeSendence? WhaW doeV inWeUSUeWiYe media liWeUac\ look like?

ThiV Sanel offeUV a SoUWUaiW of ZhaW¶V miVVing in media liWeUac\ and e[SloUeV YiVionV of
inWeUdeSendenW SUacWiceV WhaW offeU alWeUnaWiYe meWhodV of acWiYe and cUiWical Whinking
aboXW Whe meVVageV Ze UeceiYe and Whe meVVageV Ze cUeaWe. Seeking Wo illXminaWe Whe
Uange of SlaWfoUm baVed liWeUac\ SUacWiceV emSlo\ed b\ diffeUenW demogUaShicV, WhiV
Sanel Zill diVcXVV hoZ alWeUnaWiYe liWeUac\ SUacWiceV aUe deYeloSed, e[SloiWed, oU
VXbYeUViYel\ VSUead.

ReVeaUch ThePeV AQd QXeVWLRQV

OXU SaSeUV aUe in dialogXe ZiWh Whe folloZing WhemeV:

Ɣ The inWeUdeSendenW and UelaWional naWXUe of liWeUac\ SUacWiceV
Ɣ ³PUiYaWe daWa´ and Whe emShaViV on indiYidXaliVWic SUoSeUW\ UighWV
Ɣ AnWi-BlackneVV ZiWhin ³SUoficienW´ coUSoUaWe Vocial media SlaWfoUm XVe
Ɣ The neolibeUal naWXUe of algoUiWhmic SoSXlaUiW\ SUinciSleV
Ɣ The SaUWiVan maniSXlaWion of SlaWfoUm affoUdanceV
Ɣ The noUmali]aWion of liWeUac\ and engagemenW baVed on SlaWfoUm objecWiYeV,

acUoVV Facebook, TZiWWeU, InVWagUam and YoXWXbe

ThiV Sanel bUingV WogeWheU deVigneUV, gUadXaWe VWXdenWV and eaUl\ Wo mid-caUeeU
VcholaUV fUom acUoVV Whe UniWed SWaWeV and Canada Wo e[SloUe Whe TXeVWionV:

Ɣ HoZ aUe media liWeUac\ SUacWiceV cXlWXUall\ ViWXaWed?
Ɣ HoZ iV UefXVal a W\Se of liWeUac\?
Ɣ WhaW aUe Whe colonial caSiWaliVW legacieV of dominanW media liWeUac\?
Ɣ HoZ do neZ, indeSendenW Vocial media liWeUacieV foVWeU inWeUdeSendence?
Ɣ WhaW neZ foUmV of indeSendence aUe emeUging on Whe inWeUneW and hoZ mighW

Whe\ challenge SUee[iVWing SoZeU UelaWionVhiSV and VWUXggleV?



Ɣ In ZhaW Za\V aUe media liWeUac\ SUacWiceV e[SloiWed foU SoliWical gain?

The PaSeUV: AOWeUQaWLYe OLWeUac\ SUacWLceV

The fiUVW SaSeU lookV aW algoUiWhmic incenWiYeV Wo Uead Facebook and InVWagUam "UighW" ±
Wo Whe deWUimenW of collecWiYe oUgani]ing. UVing a comSaUaWiYe genealogical meWhod, WhiV
SaSeU locaWeV #DefXndThePolice aV a neZ iWeUaWion of hiVWoUical ciYil UighWV WacWicV:
Uadical algoUiWhmic liWeUac\ WhaW leaUnV Wo Uead Whe moneWaU\ incenWiYeV of Whe SlaWfoUm
and ciUcXmYenW iWV WUaS, UejecWing indiYidXal Velf-SUomoWion in Whe Slace of collecWiYe
baUgaining SoZeU.

The Vecond SaSeU¶V ke\ aUgXmenW iV WhaW media liWeUac\ iV XVed inaccXUaWel\ becaXVe iW
focXVeV on Vkill adoSWion UaWheU Whan meaning-making. BaVed on oYeU 30 hoXUV of
inWeUYieZV ZiWh middle aged and oldeU adXlW Facebook XVeUV in neighboXUhood gUoXSV,
WhiV SaSeU e[SloUeV µlXUkeU¶ liWeUacieV aV a foUm of deeS UeceSWiYe Ueading and
SaUWiciSaWoU\ UeVWUainW WhaW aYoidV being caSWXUed b\ YaniW\ meWUicV. In oUdeU Wo SUoWecW
WheiU SUiYac\ fUom Facebook and fUom WheiU neighboXUV, WheVe XVeUV VhaUe conWenW
diVcoYeUed on Facebook offline, in oUdeU Wo bXild VXVWainable commXniW\
inWeUdeSendence.

In Whe WhiUd SaSeU, maUginali]ed gUoXSV def\ media liWeUac\ VWandaUdV in faYoXU of ³Sla\.´
BaVed on ZoUkVhoSV and VkillVhaUeV deVigned b\ and foU commXniWieV of coloXU in
ToUonWo and NeZ YoUk, WhiV SaSeU aUgXeV WhaW e[iVWing maUginali]ed daWa UeclamaWion
SUojecWV aUe gUoXnded in UheWoUicV of daWa ³SoZeU´ and ³WhUeaW´ WhaW Ueif\ c\beUVecXUiW\
and Solicing. InVWead, WhiV SaSeU UeSoUWV back fUom ZoUkVhoSV WhaW e[SloUe Sla\fXl daWa
SUacWiceV gUoXnded in Black TXeeU feminiVW WacWicV like Whe gliWch (RXVVell, 2012), Whe
SaUaViWe (JoUdan,1969), Whe UeVidenc\ (FeUgXVon, 2012) and Whe hack (JohnVon, 2018).

The foXUWh SaSeU lookV aW ConVeUYaWiYe UighW Zing ecoV\VWemV dUiYen b\ Vocial media¶V
indiYidXaliVWic WoolV. UVing TXaliWaWiYe conWenW anal\ViV and VcUaSed meWadaWa, Whe SaSeU
lookV aW hoZ Whe maniSXlaWion of one Wechnological affoUdance (foU e[amSle ediWV on
WikiSedia, haVh-Wagging on TZiWWeU, and YoXTXbe meWadaWa) aUe XVed Wo game VeaUch
engine oSWimi]aWion. B\ calling on conVeUYaWiYeV Wo³do WheiU oZn UeVeaUch´ WhiV
mechaniVm e[SloiWV Whe SoZeU-VWUXcWXUeV embedded in media liWeUac\ SUacWiceV.

The fifWh SaSeU lookV aW Black TZiWWeU XVeUV Zho UefXVe Wo Uead Whe SlaWfoUm "UighW" in a
UaciVW anWiblack digiWal ciYic VSheUe. The SaSeU focXVeV on ³anagUammaWical´ SUa[iV
(ShaUSe, 2016) ZheUein Black TZiWWeU XVeUV engage in hacking YiUaliW\, coYeUW SXbliciW\,
and Black YeUnacXlaU Vign\f\in¶ Wo cUeaWe a mXlWifaceWed and adaSWiYe VWUaWeg\ of making
VenVe of Whe incomSUehenVible naWXUe of anWiblackneVV.
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HaUQeVVLQg AOgRULWhPV fRU CROOecWLYe WeOfaUe

SRcial media XQdeUmiQeV ciYil UighWV effRUWV b\ UeZaUdiQg Velf-SURmRWiRQ aQd iQdiYidXal
adYaQWage WhaW diViQceQWiYi]eV iQWeUdeSeQdeQce. ThiV SaSeU lRcaWeV Whe mRYemeQW
#DefXQdThePRlice ± Black LiYeV MaWWeU ZiWhiQ a geQealRg\ Rf ciYil UighWV WacWicV. The
haVhWag mRYemeQW cRXQWeUacWV QeRlibeUal SlaWfRUm ageQdaV b\ deSlR\iQg algRUiWhmV
iQVWead fRU XQified cRllecWiYe baUgaiQiQg. Black LiYeV MaWWeU¶V (BLM) VWUaWeg\ jRiQV a
legac\ Rf ciYil UighWV acWiRQV WhaW maS RXW cRRSeUaWiYe iQWeUdeSeQdeQce eYeQ ZiWhiQ
QeRlibeUal iQdiYidXaliVWic e[ceSWiRQaliVm ± mRdelliQg Uadical algRUiWhmic liWeUac\ WR
UeURXWe algRUiWhmV RQ behalf Rf Whe eTXiWable UediVWUibXWiRQ Rf UeVRXUceV.

MeWhRd

#DefXQdThePRlice came aV a VhRck WR cUiWicV ZhR eQYiViRQed aQ aWWack RQ Ueliable VWaWe
iQVWiWXWiRQV iQ faYRXU Rf laZleVV aQaUch\. FR[ NeZV TXRWed CUime SWRSSeUV Rf HRXVWRQ:
"We'Ue diVUeVSecWiQg Whe WhRXVaQdV Rf RfficeUV ZhR VeUYe ZiWh WheiU heaUW aQd miQd ZiWh
QR UegaUd fRU Uace, cUeed, RU cRlRU, aQd Ze'Ue diVUeVSecWiQg Whe WhRXVaQdV Rf RfficeUV
ZhR haYe giYeQ WheiU liYeV iQ e[chaQge fRU RWheUV" (McKa\ 2020). CRQVeUYaWiYe
backlaVh agaiQVW #DefXQdThePRlice laXQched a UheWRUic Rf UaWiRQal, Zell-iQWeQWiRQed,
QeXWUal, haUdZRUkiQg VWaWe SRlice iQVWiWXWiRQV WhUeaWeQed b\ iUUaWiRQal demaQdV.

A geQealRg\ iV a cRXQWeU-hiVWRUical WechQiTXe WhaW challeQgeV ³UaWiRQal´ diVcRXUVe b\
e[SRViQg lRQg-VWaQdiQg ³baWWleV beWZeeQ kQRZledgeV ± iQ Whe SlXUal´ (FRXcaXlW & EZald,
2003). IQ facW, #DefXQdThePRlice iV QRW aQ iUUaWiRQal bUeak fURm UealiW\, bXW a
cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf a 50 \eaU ZUeVWle beWZeeQ iQWeUdeSeQdeQW ciYil UighWV VRlidaUiW\, aQd
SXggeVWed ciWaWiRQ (APA): Lim, E. #DefXQdWheSRlice ± Black LiYeV MaWWeU: Radical AlgRUiWhPic LiWeUac\.
PaQel SUeVeQWed aW ARIR 2021: The 22Qd AQQXal CRQfeUeQce Rf Whe AVVRciaWiRQ Rf IQWeUQeW ReVeaUcheUV.
ViUWXal eYeQW: ARIR. ReWUieYed fURm hWWS://VSiU.aRiU.RUg.



SUR-bXViQeVV iQdiYidXaliVW e[ceSWiRQaliVm. I XVe geQealRg\ WR demRQVWUaWe hRZ
#DefXQdThePRlice, aQd iWV algRUiWhmic VWUaWegieV, UeSUeVeQWV aQ eQdXUiQg
iQWeUdeSeQdeQW VRciR-ecRQRmic kQRZledge WhaW cRQViVWeQWl\ challeQgeV dRmiQaQW
iQdiYidXaliVm.

FURP IdeQWLW\ PROLWLcV WR IdeQWLW\ EcRQRPLcV

OQ VRcial media SlaWfRUmV like FacebRRk, IQVWagUam aQd TZiWWeU, algRUiWhmV UeZaUd
iQdiYidXalV ZhR cRQfRUm WR iWV QRUmV ZiWh YiVibiliW\, VWaWXV aQd iQflXeQce (BXcheU 2018).
UVeUV VcUXWiQi]e WheiU SeUVRQal clRXW iQ aQ XQcRQVciRXV abVRUSWiRQ Rf Whe algRUiWhmV¶
ecRQRmic idealV (MaUZick, 2014). NeZ QRUmV Rf SeUVRQal bUaQd maQagemeQW aQd
Velf-SURmRWiRQ emShaVi]e Whe imSRUWaQce Rf VSecXlaWiYe SeUVRQal aVVeWV aQd iQdiYidXal
hXmaQ caSiWal (BURZQe, 2012).

IQ WhiV aUeQa, maUgiQali]ed XVeUV aUe iQceQWiYi]ed WR bXild aQd RSWimi]e WheiU bUaQdV
aURXQd diVeQfUaQchiVemeQW, accRUdiQg WR cRmmeUcial RbjecWiYeV ± a WUeQd I haYe
UefeUUed WR aV ³ideQWiW\ ecRQRmicV.´ The cRmmRdificaWiRQ Rf SeUVRQal ideQWiW\ \ieldV
YXlgaU SXblic eQdRUVemeQWV, like Whe mXch-cUiWici]ed hRllRZ cRUSRUaWe VRlidaUiW\
VWaWemeQWV ZiWh Black LiYeV MaWWeU afWeU Whe 2020 mXUdeU Rf GeRUge FlR\d. HRZeYeU
mRUe iQVidiRXVl\, WheVe ecRQRmic SUiQciSleV cRmSURmiVe gUaVVURRWV RUgaQi]iQg. CRQWeQW
cXUaWed b\ SRSXlaUiW\ SUiQciSleV geQeUaWeV hieUaUchieV ZiWhiQ maUgiQali]ed cRmmXQiWieV
maQifeVW iQ callRXW cXlWXUe, aXWheQWiciW\ iQTXeVWV, aQd legiWimac\ cRQWeVWV. AV
maUgiQali]ed acWRUV aUe iQceQWiYi]ed WR bXild bUaQdV aURXQd WheiU SeUVRQal SRliWicV,
ideQWiW\ becRmeV aQ iQdiYidXal SURSeUW\ eQWiWlemeQW WR SaWURl aQd SURWecW. ThiV iV QRW a
VigQ Rf SeUVRQal failiQg, bXW Whe QeRlibeUal dUiYe WR SUiYaWi]e iQWimaWe life.

EYROYLQg CLYLO RLghWV TacWLcV

EYeQ befRUe Whe adYeQW Rf VRcial media, cUiWical Uace VchRlaUV aUWicXlaWed hRZ QeRlibeUal
effRUWV VabRWaged ciYil UighWV mRYemeQWV b\ WemSWiQg acWiYiVWV WR SURfiWeeU Rff Rf WheiU
ideQWiW\ SRliWicV (LRUde, 2012; TadiaU, 2016; FeUgXVRQ 2012). 1960V U.S. ciYil UighWV
mRYemeQWV like Black PRZeU aQd WhiUd ZRUld femiQiVm called fRU maUgiQali]ed
cRmmXQiWieV WR Ueclaim VRcial diffeUeQceV fRU cRllecWiYe emSRZeUmeQW (LRUde, 2012). BXW
QeRlibeUal acWiYiVm begaQ eURdiQg gUaVVURRWV RUgaQi]iQg iQ Whe 1970V b\ allXUiQg
miQRUiW\ acWRUV iQWR VWable caUeeUV iQ UelaWed fieldV, like WRmeQ'V SWXdieV RU EWhQic
SWXdieV, Zhich aVVimilaWed acWiYiVWV WR acceSW aQd gUadXall\ eQfRUce Whe QRUmaWiYe
SURWRcRlV Rf VWaWe aQd caSiWal iQVWiWXWiRQV (DXggaQ, 2003; FeUgXVRQ, 2012). IQ WhiV VeQVe,
ideQWiW\-baVed Velf-bUaQdiQg RQ VRcial media iV a cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf a hiVWRUic caSiWaliVW
WacWic WhaW VWUaWegicall\ affiUmV diffeUeQce WR adYaQce iWV ageQda (LRZe, 2015; Ahmad
2015).



AV QeRlibeUal VWUaWegieV ZeakeQed gUaVVURRWV ciYil UighWV mRYemeQWV iQ Whe 1970V,
ceQWUiVW ciYil UighWV elemeQWV emeUged aV ViQgle-iVVXe ceQWUiVW lRbb\ RUgaQi]aWiRQV
aligQed ZiWh maUkeW iQWeUeVWV, VhRUiQg XS iQclXViRQ fRU Whe SUiYileged feZ, like
"cRlRU-bliQd" aQWi-affiUmaWiYe acWiRQ Uacial SRliWicV, cRQVeUYaWiYe-libeUWaUiaQ "eTXaliW\
femiQiVm," aQd LGBT "QRUmaliW\". TheVe acWiYiVWV VRXghW iQVWiWXWiRQal aVVimilaWiRQ,
fXQdUaiViQg RSSRUWXQiWieV aQd VXUYiYal, aQd chRVe WR adRSW cRUSRUaWe deciViRQ makiQg
mRdelV aQd UheWRUical cRmmiWmeQWV WR diYeUViW\, iQclXdiQg Whe limiWV aQd falVe SURmiVeV
Rf Whe "eTXaliW\" Rf libeUal UefRUm diYRUced fURm maWeUial life, claVV SRliWicV, aQd aQ\
cUiWiTXe Rf glRbal caSiWaliVm (DXggaQ, 2003; BURZQe, 2015; FeUQaQdeV 2017).

TRda\ VRcial media acceleUaWeV WhiV aVVimilaWiRQ. MaUgiQali]ed acWiYiVWV aUe iQceQWiYi]ed
WR RSWimi]e WheiU ideQWiWieV aV XQiTXe YalXe-added SURSRViWiRQV ZiWhiQ eYacXaWed
ViQgle-iVVXe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQal diYeUViW\ RSWicV, diVaUWicXlaWed fURm claVV aQal\ViV,
deSlR\ed WR VhRUe XS Whe aXWhRUiW\ aQd VRcial caSiWal Rf Whe VSeakeU iQ a legac\ Rf
dehXmaQi]iQg, libeUal SURSeUW\ eQWiWlemeQW. IQ WhiV Za\ SUR-bXViQeVV iQdiYidXaliVm
diVcRXUageV cRllecWiYe baUgaiQiQg ± fRU Whe VecXUe jRbV, faiU ZageV, UeQW fUee]eV, lRZeU
WXiWiRQ, XQiYeUVal healWhcaUe aQd RWheU UeVRXUceV WhaW maUgiQali]ed cRmmXQiWieV Qeed
(DXggaQ, 2003; BURZQe, 2015; FeUQaQdeV 2017).

RadLcaO AOgRULWhPLc LLWeUac\

WiWhiQ 3 mRQWhV, Whe BLM haVhWag #DefXQdWheSRlice VSXUUed Whe UeallRcaWiRQ Rf billiRQV
Rf dRllaUV iQ SRlice fXQdiQg: $150 milliRQ WUaQVfeUUed fURm SRlice deSaUWmeQWV WR healWh
caUe, acceVVible emSlR\meQW aQd Seace ceQWeUV, fRRd acceVV, abRUWiRQ acceVV, meQWal
healWh VXSSRUW aQd YiRleQce SUeYeQWiRQ SURgUamV (CRURQadR, 2020). ThiV ZaVQ¶W aQ
RYeUQighW baWWlecU\, iW WRRk \eaUV Rf SlaQQiQg. SiQce 2015, BLM haV deYelRSed mXWXall\
deSeQdeQW UelaWiRQVhiS-bXildiQg WhURXgh fUeedRm VchRRlV, VkillVhaUeV aQd demaQdV like
defXQdiQg Whe SRlice, Zhich begaQ dXUiQg Whe 2018 mRYemeQW Reclaim Whe BlRck
(CRlliQV, 2018).

OQ BLM¶V ZebViWe, #DefXQdThePRlice iQclXdeV cRmSUeheQViYe demaQdV WR de-iQYeVW iQ
SRliciQg aQd Ue-iQYeVW iQ edXcaWiRQ, cRXQVelliQg, meQWal healWh, UeVWRUaWiYe VeUYiceV,
cRmmXQiW\ led haUm UedXcWiRQ, healWhcaUe, hRXViQg (ScaleV, 2020). BXW eYeQ if VRcial
media XVeUV RQl\ VaZ, aQd Ue-WZeeWed #DefXQdThePRlice, Whe\ ZeUe WhiQkiQg abRXW
ecRQRmic maWWeUV, claVV iVVXeV, aQd maWeUial chaQge. BLM¶V haVhWag defieV SRSXlaUiW\
meWUicV becaXVe iW iV mRUe WhaQ UheWRUic ± iW iV aQ ecRQRmic demaQd WhaW haUQeVVeV
SRSXlaUiW\ algRUiWhmV Zhile UefXViQg meUe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQal RSWicV. #DefXQdThePRlice
iQWeUYeQeV iQ Whe diVWUacWiQg iQdiYidXaliVWic e[ceSWiRQaliVm Rf QeRlibeUal VRcial media WR
UeVWRUe Whe RUigiQal 1960V ciYil UighWV maQdaWe Rf claVV ZaU aQd ecRQRmic UediVWUibXWiRQ.
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ReViVWing VaniW\ MeWricV

Facebook is an aging plaWform Zhose mosW deYoWed Xsers are older adXlWs (PeZ
Research, 2019). As Facebook¶s priYac\ feaWXres haYe become more complicaWed Wo
naYigaWe and as Facebook¶s sXrYeillance pracWices haYe become more Zidel\
recogni]ed b\ mainsWream cXlWXre, middle aged Wo older adXlW Facebook Xsers haYe
begXn Wo asserW Wheir independence from Whe siWe. This independence is faciliWaWed
WhroXgh a conscioXs resisWance of YaniW\ meWrics. VaniW\ meWrics refers Wo ³Whe
measXremenW and displa\ of hoZ Zell one is doing in Whe µsXccess WheaWre¶ of social
media´ (Rogers, 2018, p. 450). ObjecWs of YaniW\ meWrics can inclXde an\ daWa WhaW
indicaWes inflXence (Rao eW al., 2016). One of Whe feZ Whings a social media Xser can
conWrol is Whe Wrace Wheir digiWal reading e[perience leaYes behind. For older adXlWs, Whe
choice Wo engage in lXrker liWeracies, reading pracWices WhaW cannoW be capWXred b\ YaniW\
meWrics (Siple\, 2020), affords a degree of aXWonom\ and proWecWion from conWe[W
collapse and mediaWed lXrking (Child and SWarcher, 2016) b\ Wheir personal connecWions
and members of Wheir commXniW\.

AlWhoXgh older adXlW Facebook Xsers are aZare WhaW Wheir conWinXed presence on
Facebook means Whe\ are sWill Xnder corporaWe sXrYeillance, Whe\ also knoZ WhaW b\
reading ZiWhoXW engaging in YaniW\ meWrics and leaYing a pXblic record of inWeracWion,
Whe\ are def\ing corporaWe objecWiYes Wo enhance inWeracWiYiW\ among Xsers. Where Whe
Werm lXrking carries negaWiYe connoWaWions, Whe reasons Zh\ one chooses Wo lXrk are noW
alZa\s nefarioXs. LXrking and acWiYe parWicipaWion are noW binar\ pracWices. LXrking is a
regXlar, parWicipaWor\ acW WhaW all social media Xsers engage in depending on conWe[W

SXggesWed ciWaWion (APA): Siple\, G.M. ReceSWiYe Reading and PaUWiciSaWRU\ ReVWUainW in FacebRRk
GURXSV. Panel presenWed aW AoIR 2021: The 22nd AnnXal Conference of Whe AssociaWion of InWerneW
Researchers. VirWXal eYenW: AoIR. ReWrieYed from hWWp://spir.aoir.org.



(Nonnecke & Preece, 2001). When Facebook Xsers choose Wo resisW YaniW\ meWrics,
Whe\ do so for reasons reminiscenW of ZhaW RosenblaWW (1969) refers Wo as Whe conWinXXm
of efferenW and aesWheWic reading e[perience. M\ qXaliWaWiYe research e[plores WZo
concepWs, recepWiYe reading and parWicipaWor\ resWrainW (Siple\, 2021), media liWerac\
pracWices WhaW older adXlW Xsers engage in Zhile lXrking in neighborhood Facebook
groXps as a Za\ Wo bXild inWerdependence among members of Whe local offline
commXniWies.

RecepWiYe reading occXrs Zhen a social media Xser ZanWs Wo closel\, and anon\moXsl\,
read a commenWing Whread ZiWh Whe e[press pXrpose of XndersWanding a diYergenW poinW
of YieZ. This creaWes Whe opporWXniW\ for maWerial inWerdependence among older adXlW
Facebook groXp Xsers Zho seek Wo mainWain and sWrengWhen relaWionships ZiWh members
of Wheir commXniW\ despiWe neoliberal corporaWe desire for ma[imi]ed digiWal inWeracWion,
regardless of Whe social cosWs.

ParWicipaWor\ resWrainW is a sWraWegic liWerac\ pracWice Zhereb\ a social media Xser Zill
pXrposefXll\ noW respond Wo an inflammaWor\ posW becaXse Whe\ ZanW Wo limiW Whe ³o[\gen
of amplificaWion´ (Phillips, 2018) and conWain Whe sWor\. These efforWs are someWimes
Waken indiYidXall\ and are someWimes collecWiYel\ decided b\ groXp members Xsing
non-Facebook commXnicaWion Wo pXrposefXll\ noW commenW, like, or share Wheir dissenW
Yia Facebook YaniW\ meWrics.

MeWhodolog\

M\ research relies on daWa from inWerYieZs and qXaliWaWiYe conWenW anal\sis of Facebook
groXp feaWXres. OYer 30 hoXrs of inWerYieZs Zere condXcWed ZiWh 16 American
Facebook Xsers dXring Whe sXmmer and fall of 2020 and parWicipanWs discXssed Wheir
reading pracWices of neighborhood Facebook groXp conWenW in relaWion Wo cXrrenW eYenWs
sXch as Black LiYes MaWWer, Whe 2020 UniWed SWaWes presidenWial elecWion, COVID-19,
and YaccinaWion. QXaliWaWiYe conWenW anal\sis focXsed on Whe Facebook feaWXres
parWicipanWs discXssed as releYanW facWors in Wheir decision-making process: ZhaW Wo
read, Zhen Wo resisW YaniW\ meWrics, and Zh\.

FindingV

ParWicipanWs reYealed WhaW Whe\ Zere mosW likel\ Wo engage in recepWiYe reading Zhen
Whe\ Zere reading Whe commenWs of someone Whe\ kneZ, boWh in Whe groXp and in real
life, Zho Zas discXssing a conWroYersial Wopic. The decision Wo recepWiYel\ read Zas
rooWed in a combinaWion of desires: cXriosiW\ aboXW Zh\ Whe posWer held Whese beliefs,
eagerness Wo mainWain a friendl\ relaWionship ZiWh Whe posWer, fear of confronWaWion ZiWh
oWher members of Whe Facebook groXp, preserYaWion of bXsiness or financial inWeresWs,
and fear of professional reprimand. The YalXable conWribXWion of recepWiYe readers in
neighborhood groXps is Whe Za\ WhaW Whis liWerac\ pracWice forges maWerial
inWerdependence among members of Whe same commXniW\. Some of Whe Za\s WhaW
parWicipanWs engaged in maWerial inWerdependence Zas b\ sXpporWing local bXsinesses in
response Wo COVID-19 afWer reading firsW-hand accoXnWs of resWaXranW Zorkers,



acknoZledging ZhiWe priYilege from reading facW sheeWs posWed b\ neighbors aboXW
s\sWemic racism, calling or meeWing ZiWh posWers in real life Wo fXrWher discXss differences
of opinion on Whe elecWion on COVID-19.

ParWicipanWs e[plained WhaW Whe\ Zere mosW likel\ Wo engage in parWicipaWor\ resWrainW
Zhen Whe\ felW WhaW Whe maWerial sWakes of an inflammaWor\ posW going Yiral Zere Woo high.
For e[ample, parWicipanWs eager for Wheir local school disWricW Wo safel\ reopen schools
dXring COVID-19 Zere oXWraged b\ a posW argXing WhaW commXniW\ members shoXld noW
conWribXWe Wo a fXndraiser Wo Xpgrade Whe YenWilaWion s\sWem in Whe schools. The original
posWer Zas concerned aboXW hoZ Whe increased cosW of school reopenings in a
pandemic ZoXld impacW local Wa[es. B\ sWraWegicall\ noW commenWing on Whis posW,
parWicipanWs alloZed a Yocal minoriW\ of Facebook neighborhood groXp parWicipanWs Wo
argXe among WhemselYes ZiWhoXW giYing Whem Whe Wools Wo broadcasW Wheir ideas Wo a
larger neWZork. In Whe pasW Whis Yocal minoriW\ has had Wheir anWi-school-Wa[ posWs
amplified b\ commXniW\ members engaging in YigoroXs circXiWoXs debaWe. The
fXndraising campaign Zas sXccessfXl and schools K-8 reopened fXllWime in parW
becaXse parWicipaWor\ resWrainW resWricWed Whe YisibiliW\ of Whe anWi-school-Wa[ posW.
ParWicipaWor\ resWrainW relies on a sophisWicaWed XndersWanding of Whe effecWs of
amplificaWion and reqXires Xsers Wo Zeigh Whe efficac\ of Yisible dissenW Yia YaniW\ meWrics
againsW Whe collecWiYe conWainmenW of Whe sWor\ WhroXgh Whe resisWance of YaniW\ meWrics.
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³Pla\ OYeU PaUanRia´ iV a ZRUkVhRS WhaW SXWV a WZiVW Rn UecenW effRUWV WR emSRZeU daWa
UeclamaWiRn b\ maUginali]ed cRmmXniWieV. The ZRUkVhRS iV UXn b\ and fRU maUginali]ed
cRmmXniWieV in TRURnWR and NeZ YRUk, and iV hRVWed b\ fRXU QTBIPOC digiWal deVigneUV
fURm Whe Lane DigiWal ReVeaUch SWXdiR: Ladan MRhamed, AljXmaine Ga\le, Nabil Vega
and E.L GXeUUR.

ThiV SaSeU Zill e[Slain hRZ ³Pla\ OYeU PaUanRia´ diffeUV fURm UecenW daWa UeclamaWiRn
SURjecWV, b\ UefXVing c\beUVecXUiW\¶V gUammaU Rf ³SRZeU´ in faYRXU Rf pla\. ThiV ZRUk
XVeV SaUah TUXman¶V (2019) fUaming Rf liWeUacieV: WhaW ³liWeUac\ and edXcaWiRn mRUe
bURadl\ UeflecW and UeSURdXce ZRUld YieZV and cRmmXnicaWiYe SUacWiceV URRWed in Whe
ZeVWeUn eSiVWemRlRgical cRnceSWXali]aWiRn Rf ZhaW S\lYia W\nWeU callV µMan.¶´ ThiV
SaSeU cRXcheV ³Sla\´ in Black TXeeU feminiVW WheRUieV: Whe gliWch (RXVVell, 2012), Whe
SaUaViWe (JRUdan, 1969), Whe UeVidenc\ (FeUgXVRn, 2012) and Whe hack (JRhnVRn 2018).

Wa\Zardness

³Pla\ OYeU PaUanRia´ bXildV Rn, and diYeUgeV fURm, daWa UeclamaWiRn SURjecWV VXch aV
³OXU DaWa BRdieV´ (ODB) and Whe O[fRUd InWeUneW InVWiWXWe¶V (OII) 2020 SURjecW WiWled
³RecRnfigXUe: FeminiVW AcWiRn ReVeaUch in C\beUVecXUiW\.´ ODB¶V Digital Defense
Pla\book RffeUV ZRUkVhRSV fRU SaUWiciSanWV WR Ueclaim WheiU daWa WhURXgh ³CRmmXniW\
PRZeU TRRlV´ and WR idenWif\ cRllecWiYe alWeUnaWiYeV WR XnjXVW daWa cRllecWiRn ± fliSSing Whe
VcUiSW Rn ³defenVe´ and UeVWRUing ³SRZeU´ WR maUginali]ed XVeUV (DigiWal DefenVe, S. 71).
SimilaUl\, ³RecRnfigXUe: FeminiVW AcWiRn ReVeaUch in C\beUVecXUiW\´ WeacheV
cRmmXniWieV WR idenWif\ WheiU RZn emSRZeUed fRUm Rf ³WhUeaW mRdeling´ (³RecRnfigXUe´),
defined aV a meWhRd WR V\VWemaWicall\ mRdel ³aVVeWV´ (i.e ZhaW \RX ZanW WR SURWecW),
³WhUeaWV´ (i.e. hRZ \RX cRXld be aWWacked & SRWenWial aWWackeUV), and ³miWigaWiRnV´ (ZhaW
\RX can dR WR defend \RXUVelf) (³RecRnfigXUe,´ S17).

SXggeVWed ciWaWiRn (APA): Siad, L. Inhuman literacies: pla\ as affective refusal. Panel SUeVenWed aW ARIR
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TheVe daWa UeclamaWiRn SURjecWV XVe UheWRUicV Rf ³SRZeU,´ ³defenVe´ and ³WhUeaW
mRdeling´ WhaW dUaZ Rn Whe cRmSXWeU V\VWemV WheRUieV Rf c\beUVecXUiW\ SUacWiceV
deYelRSed in Whe 1990V. HRZeYeU VecXUiW\ UheWRUicV jXVWif\ SRlicing and incaUceUaWiRn,
Zhich iV a cRnWinXaWiRn Rf chaWWel VlaYeU\ ZheUe BlackneVV ZaV made inWR
RbjecW/SURSeUW\. AV Black WheRUiVW RinaldR WalcRWW aUgXeV, ³SRlicing iV deSendenW XSRn
Whe faiWh and endXUing belief WhaW VRmeWhing ZURng mighW haSSen WR XV´ (2021, 37). ThiV
SaSeU UejecWV Whe gUammaU Rf c\beUVecXUiW\ WhaW inde[eV hXmani]ed aVVeWV and UelieV
Rn Whe lRgicV Rf SRlicing fRU SURWecWiRn fURm a SeUceiYed nRn-hXman ³WhUeaW.´

InVWead, WhiV ZRUkVhRS bXildV Rn JeVVica MaUie JRhnVRn¶V (2018) call fRU Black fUeedRm
WR ³hack WheiU Za\ inWR Whe V\VWem (mRdeUniW\, Vcience, Whe WeVW), Wake URRW, and liYe
ZheUe Whe\ ZeUe µneYeU meanW WR VXUYiYe,¶´ aV Zell aV ZhaW JXne JRUdan (1969) and
RRdeUick FeUgXVRn¶V (2012) call Black RUgani]ing aV a SaUaViWe. While FeUgXVRn XVeV
JRUdan¶V cRnceSW Rf Whe SaUaViWe in Whe cRnWe[W Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf academia, hiV call iV
eTXall\ UeleYanW WR Whe inWeUneW. FeUgXVRn nRWeV hRZ ³black cUiWical fRUmaWiRnV [aUe] a life
inWenW Rn XVing Whe academ\ fRU RWheU fRUmV Rf leaUning and VXbjecWiYi]aWiRn WhaW Whe
inVWiWXWiRn neYeU inWended. Like a SaUaViWe, Black SWXdieV ZRXld SURdXce cUiWical
fRUmaWiRnV in nXmbeUV WhaW Whe hRVW ZRXld neYeU imagine RU VXVSecW. Black VWXdieV, in
WhiV VenVe, ZRXld e[SlRiW Whe academ\ fRU VXVWenance, UeVidenc\, and diVSeUVal,
imagining Za\V WR be mRUe in Whe academ\ Whan Rf iW´ (FeUgXVRn, 2012; 108). We alVR
bXild Rn Legac\ RXVVell¶V Glitch Feminism (2012): ³The fiUVW VWeS WR VXbYeUWing a V\VWem
iV acceSWing WhaW WhaW V\VWem Zill Uemain in Slace; WhaW Vaid, Whe gliWch Va\V fXck \RXU
V\VWemV! YRXU delineaWiRnV! YRXU deWeUminaWiRn ZaV imSRVed XSRn RXU Sh\VicaliW\!´
AlVR Rf imSRUW WR RXU ZRUk iV S\lYia W\nWeU¶V ZUiWing Rn aXWRSRieViV± WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe
SURceVVeV WhURXgh Zhich hXman beingV aUe cRnVWiWXWed aV homo narrans WhURXgh
langXage and VWRU\Welling. AfWeU RXVVell¶V inYRcaWiRn Rf Whe gliWch, JRnhVRn¶V ZRUk
aURXnd Whe hack, and FeUgXVRn/JRUdan¶V SaUaViWe, Ze cUeaWe inWeUUXSWiRnV inWR cXUUenW
diVcRXUVeV UegaUding daWa-dUiYen WechnRlRgieV, WRZaUdV neZ cRnceSWiRnV Rf daWa jXVWice
WhaW dR nRW hinge Rn c\beUVecXUiW\¶V anWi-Black gUammaU.

Like WalcRWW (2021; 27) Ze UejecW Whe WhingificaWiRn Rf BlackneVV WhaW iV nRZ RccXUUing Rn
Whe inWeUneW, and hRZ Whe e[WUacWiYe lRgicV WhaW animaWe Whe cUeaWiRn and XVe Rf daWa aUe
SURdXced b\ and VXVWain Whe maWUi[ Rf dRminaWiRn (CRllinV, 1990; DeVign JXVWice
NeWZRUk 2019): ³I'm VXggeVWing WhaW [Black SeRSle'V] lRng hiVWRU\ Rf WhingificaWiRn and
hRZ Ze haYe UeViVWed iW VWandV aV a SRliWical and inWellecWXal blXeSUinW fRU hRZ Ze can
WUanVfRUm all Rf hXman life.´

InVWead, Ze Sla\, gliWch, hack and UefXVe. We Veek WR SUacWice a DaWa JXVWice WhaW
inWeUUXSWV ZhaW Ze call Whe ³e[WUacWiYe lRgic´ Rf c\beUVecXUiW\± WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe lRgic Rf
SXlling UelaWiRnV RXW fURm bRdieV and landV inWR daWa diUecWed WRZaUdV WhingificaWiRn.
GeVWXUeV Rf Sla\, UefXVal and aWWenWiRn WR affecW can VXbYeUW dRminanW XVeV Rf
VXUYeillance and cRmmRdificaWiRn Rf RXU Rnline daWa.

Method

The ³Pla\ OYeU PaUanRia´ deVign jXVWice ZRUkVhRSV WRRk Slace WhUee WimeV beWZeen
2019 and 2020 b\ inYiWaWiRn: aW E\ebeam, Whe MXVeXm Rf CRnWemSRUaU\ AUW TRURnWR,
and XSace GalleU\. The ZRUkVhRSV ZeUe VWUXcWXUed aURXnd WhUee WhemeV WhaW highlighW



Whe SaUWiciSanWV' RZn ViWXaWed, cRllecWiYe knRZledge and inWXiWiYe, inWeUdeSendenW
liWeUac\, in cRnWUaVW WR diVcRXUVeV Rf digiWal liWeUac\ YeUViRn Rf highl\ indiYidXali]ed
c\beUVecXUiW\. ThiV ZRUkVhRS giYeV SaUWiciSanWV a SUacWical XndeUVWanding Rf WheiU digiWal
UelaWiRnVhiSV and SUeVence, WR challenge c\beUVecXUiW\¶V naUUaWiYe Rf dRminaWiRn and
SaUanRia. The ZRUkVhRS iV VWUXcWXUed aV fRllRZV:

1. TechnR JaUgRn
UVing inWeUacWiYe, WacWile and nRn-digiWal aSSURacheV, SaUWiciSanWV aUe gXided in a
Sh\Vical, fXll-bRd\ acWiYiW\ WhaW Ue-aSSURSUiaWeV gRRgle daWa WUaceV, and RWheU WRRlV, WR
cR-cUeaWe WheiU daWa bRdieV/SURfileV/aVVemblageV.

2. WhaW daWa SUiYac\ Ueall\ Va\V abRXW \RX
PaUWiciSanWV aUe led in a diVcXVViRn WR XnSack and challenge Whe amRUShRXV gUammaU Rf
Rnline c\beUVecXUiW\, ZaWching and WUacking and iWV hiVWRUic URRWV in V\VWemic, caUceUal
VXUYeillance VWUXcWXUeV.

3. Wh\ Ze VhRXld mRYe aZa\ fURm indiYidXali]aWiRn Rf daWa SUiYac\
A VkillVhaUe inYiWeV SaUWiciSanWV WR bUainVWRUm mRdeV Rf VafeW\ enabled b\ cRllecWiYiW\,
mXWXal aid neWZRUkV, Rnline cRmmXniWieV, cRmmXnal YenWing VSaceV, and RWheU
inWeUdeSendenW SRVVibiliWieV.

Findings

Pla\ and SUacWiceV Rf UefXVal demRnVWUaWe hRZ RSSUeVViYe SRZeU VWUXcWXUeV and
VXUYeillance ³AFK´ aUe nRW Uadicall\ diffeUenW fURm VXUYeillance haSSening Rnline.
UScRming ZRUkVhRSV Zill incRUSRUaWe Whe ZRUk Rf DaWa Healing, C\beU DRXlaV, hacking,
Legac\ RXVVell¶V 2012 cRnceSW Rf AFK, and DiYeVW fURm InVWagUam (a call fRU TXeeU
Black and BURZn cUeaWRUV WR leaYe a SlaWfRUm WhaW SURfiWV fURm WheiU cUeaWiYiW\).
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Media Literac\ + Tech Affordances = Media Manipulation
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UniYersiW\ of NorWh Carolina - Chapel Hill

Producers¶ e[ploit media literac\ and tech affordances to spread misinformation

InformaWion-seekers engage in a disWincW seW of media pracWices Wied Wo Whe Za\ Whe\ see
Whe Zorld, \eW mXch Zork on combaWing misinformaWion is sWrXcWXred aroXnd a sWaWic
XndersWanding of digiWal media liWerac\. ManipXlaWors XndersWand WhaW liWerac\ is
conWe[WXall\ dependenW bXW also XWili]e plaWforms Yia Wech affordances XnanWicipaWed b\
designers/programmers (BXcher, 2012; Tripodi, 2017). To WhaW end, Whis paper e[plores
hoZ liWerac\ pracWices and Wechnological affordances are e[ploiWed b\ Whose Zho haYe
Whe abiliW\ and knoZhoZ WhaW oWhers do noW. DraZing on Whree case sWXdies, Whis paper
e[plains hoZ Whe manipXlaWion of one Wechnological affordance (e.g. ediWs on Wikipedia,
hash-Wagging on TZiWWer, and YoXTXbe meWadaWa) are Xsed in conjXncWion ZiWh Whe
conserYaWiYe media liWerac\ pracWice of ³doing \oXr oZn research.´ Unpacking ³plaWform
specificiWies´ pla\s an imporWanW role in Whe empirical anal\sis of media manipXlaWion
(BXcher and Helmond, 2017). B\ seeing Whe role affordances pla\ in media
manipXlaWion campaigns, Whis paper sheds lighW on hoZ media liWerac\ is an e[ploiWable
process.

Conservative media literac\

PreYioXs sWXdies haYe Xsed big daWa anal\Wics Wo XndersWand Whe science of fake neZs,
proYiding insighWs inWo hoZ misinformaWion, disinformaWion, and malinformaWion impacWs
YoWer WXrnoXW and decision-making (La]er eW. al., 2018, Wardle and Derakhshan, 2017).
OWher research also demonsWraWes WhaW Whe e[WenW Wo Zhich aXdiences belieYe and share
problemaWic conWenW is connecWed Wo Whe iQVWiWXWiRQaO and eSiVWePRORgicaO naWXre of
knoZledge prodXcWion (Anderson, 2020; Benkler eW. al., 2018; MarZick, 2018; Tripodi,

SXggesWed ciWaWion (APA): Tripodi, Francesca Bolla. Media LiWeUac\ + Tech AffRUdaQceV = Media
MaQiSXOaWiRQ. Panel presenWed aW AoIR 2021: The 22nd AnnXal Conference of Whe AssociaWion of InWerneW
Researchers. VirWXal eYenW: AoIR. ReWrieYed from hWWp://spir.aoir.org.



2018). Combining SWXarW Hall¶s Wheor\ of encoding/decoding Wo media manipXlaWion
campaigns can proYide more conWe[WXal XndersWanding of hoZ media liWerac\ is also
dominanW, negoWiaWed, or opposiWional.

This paper e[plains hoZ conserYaWism as a VeW Rf Pedia SUacWiceV is connecWed Wo Whe
spread of misinformaWion. ConWrar\ Wo Whe Zidel\ held belief WhaW TrXmp sXpporWers Zere
Wricked inWo YoWing for him becaXse of ³fake neZs,´ Tripodi (2018) demonsWraWes WhaW
conserYaWiYes are aYid neZs consXmers driYen b\ a responsibiliW\ Wo dig iQ Wo original
docXmenWs and dissecW WrXWh claims as indiYidXals. RaWher Whan rel\ on e[perWs for
inWerpreWaWion, conserYaWiYes rejecW eliWisW inWerpreWaWions in faYor of ³doing Wheir oZn
research´ (Tripodi, 2018). B\ XndersWanding hoZ conserYaWiYes Yerif\ informaWion (i.e.
Google) WhaW aligns ZiWh Wheir cenWral beliefs (e.g. media is bias), Whese cases
demonsWraWe WhaW Whe RWME effecWiYel\ XndersWands Whe iQWeUdeSeQdeQce beWZeen
social and Wechnical s\sWems (Bijker, 1995).

Google Searches and Data Voids

For nearl\ a decade, Americans ZriW large haYe WrXsWed Google more Whan WradiWional
neZs oXWleWs (SchXlWheiss and LeZandoZski, 2021; Vaidh\anaWhan, 2012).  BXW Whe
process of search also implies WrXsW in Whe search engine iWself, WhaW Google, Bing, or
DXckDXckGo Zill reWXrn UeOeYaQW (i.e., XsefXl and accXraWe) informaWion (Haider and
SXndin, 2019). As sXch, Whe Za\ in Zhich search engines order informaWion maWWers. A
page¶s ³rank´ has less Wo do ZiWh credibiliW\ and more Wo do ZiWh ZhaW Google refers Wo
as UeOeYaQce. Formall\ knoZn as ³page rank,´ Google has a process for scraping Zeb
pages Wo deWermine Whe link sWrXcWXre based broadl\ aroXnd Whe nXmber of inboXnd links
iW receiYes (i.e., hoZ man\ people click on iW). These processes effecWiYel\ ³creaWe a
map´ of Whe Zeb WhaW is sWored inside enormoXs daWabases linking WogeWher pages Wo
ke\Zords Wo URLs ± simpl\ pXW, ZiWhoXW being inde[ed, a page is Xnrecogni]able Wo Whe
search engine (InWrona and NissenbaXm, 2000). NoneWheless, Whe s\sWem for reWXrning
releYanW conWenW is gameable (Gillespie, 2017). DaWa Yoids (GolebieZski and bo\d,
2019) are perfecW for ideological, economic, and/or poliWical manipXlaWors becaXse Whe\
do noW haYe Wo Wr\ and bXr\ e[isWing conWenW. When liWWle Wo no conWenW e[isWs, Whe ³mosW
releYanW´ informaWion for a qXer\ connecWed Wo a daWa Yoid is eas\ Wo replace ZiWh loZ
qXaliW\, conspiraWorial, e[WremisW, haWe-orienWaWed, WerrorisWic, graphic, or illiciW conWenW.

Method

This paper draZs on conWenW anal\sis of Whree cases of misinformaWion popXlari]ed b\
Whe righW-Zing media ecos\sWem (Benkler eW. al. 2018) from 2019-2021. Case one
focXses on Whe alleged name of Whe Ukrainian ZhisWlebloZer aW Whe cenWer of former
PresidenW TrXmp¶s firsW impeachmenW Wrial. The RWME leYeraged Whe sXpposed
ZhisWlebloZer idenWiW\ Wo argXe WhaW Whe allegaWions againsW TrXmp Zere illegiWimaWe and
disWracW from his Zrongdoings.  The second case demonsWraWes hoZ a ke\ node in Whe
RWME (one of Whe foXnders of The FedeUaOiVW) leYeraged TZiWWer affordances Wo ³proYe´
WhaW Big Tech is silencing conserYaWism. The Whird case sheds lighW on hoZ righW-Zing
YoXTXbe personaliWies Wag Wheir conWenW ZiWh Rep. Ocasio-CorWe]¶ TZiWWer handle (AOC)
Wo spread conspiracies aboXW Whe ³radical lefW.´ B\ rel\ing on qXaliWaWiYe conWenW anal\sis



(AlWheide, 2000) and scraped meWadaWa, Whe paper idenWifies hoZ manipXlaWors
XndersWand Whe nXances of media liWerac\ Zhile e[ploiWing Wechnological affordances Wo
ensXre Wheir conWenW Zill  dominaWe search engine reWXrns. E[amining Whe Xnderl\ing
meanings, paWWerns and processes behind Whese cases sheds neZ lighW on hoZ Whe
fUaPeZRUk of media liWerac\ is cXrrenWl\ e[ploiWed in sXccessfXl media manipXlaWion
campaigns.
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ANAGRAMMATICAL (DIGITAL) BLACKNESS:  BLACK TWITTER,
SIGNIFYIN', AND THE MUNDANE

ViQceQWe PeUe] (PhD CaQdidaWe, TDPS, UC BeUkele\)

TKHRUHWLFaO OYHUYLHZ:

Black TZiWWeU XVeUV RfWeQ eQgage iQ a cUiWical SUa[iV Rf ³VigQif\iQ¶´ (GaWeV, 1983; BURck
2012), Zhich UeSUeVeQWV a VigQificaQW VWaSle iQ Black WechQRcXlWXUe. IQ WhiV SaSeU, I aUgXe
WhaW VigQ\f\iQ¶ UeSUeVeQWV ZhaW Black fePiQiVW VchRlaU ChUiVWiQa ShaUSe (2016) callV aQ
³aQagUaPPaWical´ SUa[iV, ZheUeiQ Black TZiWWeU XVeUV eQgage iQ SXblic digiWal diVcRXUVe
iQ a ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ PXQdaQe aQd cUiWical PaQQeU. ThiV SUa[iV haV WhUee SUiPaU\
feaWXUeV: hackiQg YiUaliW\, cRYeUW SXbliciW\, aQd Black YeUQacXlaU VigQif\iQ¶, Zhich
cRQVWiWXWe a PXlWifaceWed VWUaWeg\ Rf PakiQg VeQVe Rf Whe iQcRPSUeheQVible QaWXUe Rf
aQWiblackQeVV. TheVe VWUaWegieV aUe adaSWed iQ Whe face Rf Uacial VWeUeRW\SiQg,
dRXble-cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd Whe XbiTXiWRXV gUaPPaU Rf aQWiblackQeVV iQ ciYil (digiWal)
VRcieW\. IQ WhiV SaSeU, I PRbili]e a CUiWical TechQRcXlWXUal DiVcRXUVe AQal\ViV (CTDA)
PeWhRdRlRg\ WR e[SlRUe Whe Za\V iQ Zhich Black TZiWWeU XVeUV eQgage iQ a fRUP Rf digiWal
aQagUaPPaWical BlackQeVV WhaW UeYealV PaQ\ Rf Whe aQWiblack aVVXPSWiRQV ZiWhiQ Pedia
liWeUac\ aQd geVWXUeV WRZaUdV aQ alWeUQaWiYe UegiVWeU Rf liWeUac\ (BURck, 2020). ThiV
alWeUQaWiYe UegiVWeU UejecWV aQWiblackQeVV aQd iQVWead UeYelV iQ Whe Black MXQdaQe WR
eQcRXUage a VWUaWegic iPagiQaWiRQ Rf cRPPXQiW\ aQd Black YaUiaQceV WhaW VSeak,
PRbili]e, aQd e[iVW OWKHUZLVH (CUaZle\, 2016; SilYa, 2020).

HaFNLQJ VLUaOLW\ (SWHUHRW\SLQJ/DRXEOH-CRQVFLRXVQHVV):

ViUaliW\ ePShaVi]eV a SRVW¶V PeWUicV; hRZeYeU, WhiV QRWiRQ Rf YiUaliW\ caQ SURdXce a
UedXcWiYe cRQceSWiRQ Rf BlackQeVV WhaW iV dePaWeUiali]ed aQd deUaciali]ed
(RRWh-GRUdRQ, HaUUiV, & ZaPRUa, 2020). FRU e[aPSle, if BlackQeVV caQ be aSSURSUiaWed
WR Whe e[WeQW WhaW iW iV UeQdeUed SRSXlaU aQd WhXV, fXll\ iQWegUaWed iQWR Whe APeUicaQ
SXggeVWed ciWaWiRQ (APA): PeUe], ViQceQWe. AQagUaPPaWical (DigiWal) BlackQeVV: Black TZiWWeU, SigQif\iQ¶,
aQd Whe MXQdaQe. PaQel SUeVeQWed aW ARIR 2021: The 22Qd AQQXal CRQfeUeQce Rf Whe AVVRciaWiRQ Rf
IQWeUQeW ReVeaUcheUV. ViUWXal eYeQW: ARIR. ReWUieYed fURP hWWS://VSiU.aRiU.RUg.



SRSXlaU diVcRXUVe, WheQ BlackQeVV iV QR lRQgeU a XQiTXel\ Black e[SeUieQce (PeRSleV,
2020). IQ RWheU ZRUdV, aQ\ WZiWWeU XVeU caQ ViPSl\ cUeaWe YiUal cRQWeQW WhaW iV ³Black´
UegaUdleVV Rf Whe Uacial ideQWiW\ Rf Whe XVeU.
I aUgXe WhaW YiUaliW\ iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf digiWal WZiWWeU XVage iV aQ aQWiblack SURceVV WhaW iV
fRXQded RQ Whe UedXcWiYe QRWiRQ WhaW BlackQeVV caQ be deUaciali]ed, dePaWeUiali]ed, aQd
RWheUZiVe diVaggUegaWed fURP Black SeRSle. HackiQg ViUaliW\ geVWXUeV WRZaUdV a
SURceVV WhaW VeeV Black digiWal SUa[iV aV a SXblic SeUfRUPaQce WhaW Ue/aSSURSUiaWeV Whe
iQheUeQW aQWiblack QRWiRQV Rf a UedXcWiYe blackQeVV aQd iQVWead eQgageV iQ a cUiWical
fRUP Rf diVcXUViYe Uacial ideQWiW\ SeUfRUPaQce (@a\akaPiQa, @iWVke\RQ). HackiQg ViUaliW\
allRZV Black WZiWWeU XVeUV  WR XQdR aQd eVcaSe Whe lRgic Rf caSWXUe aQd aSSURSUiaWiRQ
WhaW XQdeUlieV Whe illXViRQ Rf a cRPSleWel\ cRPPRdifiable fRUP Rf BlackQeVV
(@TXeeUiQg). HackiQg ViUaliW\ allRZV XV WR WhiQk WhURXgh Whe Za\ WhaW Black WZiWWeU XVeUV
iQWeUacW ZiWh RSSUeVViYe VWUXcWXUeV ZiWhRXW beiQg cRPSleWel\ VXbVXPed aQd cRQVXPed
b\ WheP (ShaUSe, 2016).

CRYHUW PXEOLFLW\ (aQWL-SXUYHLOOaQFH).

OQ TZiWWeU, Whe QRUPal XVeU iV iPagiQeeUed aV ZhiWe aQd WhiV WUaQVlaWeV WR ZhiWeQeVV
beiQg billed aV Whe de facWR RQliQe SeUVRQa. ThiV SeUVRQa iV UeQdeUed a WechQRcXlWXUal
QRUP, Zhich iPSacWV ³QRUPal´ WechQRlRgical XVe (BURck, 2020). Black TZiWWeU iV able WR
PRbili]e aQd diVViSaWe becaXVe iW RSeUaWeV WhURXgh aQ iQWeUdeSeQdeQW QRWiRQ Rf
diVSeUVed BlackQeVV WhaW SUeePSWV Whe lRgic Rf caSWXUe, RbjecWificaWiRQ, aQd
aSSURSUiaWiRQ (BURck, 2020). ThiV iQWeUdeSeQdeQce iV fRUged WhURXgh aQ iQWeQWiRQal
eQgagePeQW ZiWh aQWiblackQeVV aQd SURYideV a backdURS WR e[SlRUe hRZ ciYil digiWal
VRcieW\ cRQVWUXcWV iWVelf Yia aQWiblack lRgicV aQd Whe deViUeV Rf caSiWal (BURck 2020). TR
ViWXaWe iWVelf agaiQVW VXUYeillaQce aQd aQWiblackQeVV, WhiV SUa[iV PXVW RccXU SXblicl\, bXW
iQ a Za\ eQcRXUageV e[SeUieQceV WhaW caQ¶W be ZhRll\ caSWXUed (BURZQe, 2015).

SLJQLI\LQ' (AQaJUaPPaWLFaO SUa[LV)

Black TZiWWeU XVeUV fighW back agaiQVW Whe aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf AfUicaQ APeUicaQ VeUQacXlaU
EQgliVh (AAVE) WhURXgh Whe XVe Rf aQagUaPPaWical SUa[iV Rf SigQif\iQ' (@TXeeUiQgSV\ch,
@URPdUeVVV). Black SigQif\iQ' hackV YiUaliW\ WR eQgage iQ a SXblic SeUfRUPaQce Rf
BlackQeVV WhaW iV diVcXUViYe UaWheU WhaQ PeUel\ ³cleYeU´ (BURck, 2020:109-110). A Black
digiWal SUa[iV WhaW iV aQagUaPPaWical Ue/cRdeV Whe lRgic Rf YiUaliW\ aZa\ fURP
RbjecWificaWiRQ aQd WRZaUdV a UeYealiQg Rf diffeUeQce WhaW cUeaWeV aQ RSWical aQd VRQic
e[SeUieQce Rf a BlackQeVV WXUQed iQZaUd, a diVWUibXWed BlackQeVV. AlWhRXgh Whe libidiQal
ecRQRP\ PXVW be iQWeUfaced ZiWh iW caQQRW fXll\ VXbjXgaWe BlackQeVV.

MHWKRGRORJ\: CULWLFaO THFKQRFXOWXUaO DLVFRXUVH AQaO\VLV



M\ PeWhRdRlRg\ iV heaYil\ iQfRUPed b\ BURck¶V PRbili]aWiRQ Rf CTDA aV ³a cUiWical
aQal\ViV Rf Whe Za\V WhaW SeRSle PaQage WechQRlRgical cRQVWUaiQWV RQ acWiRQ, ageQc\,
aQd beiQg´ (2020: 9). ThiV PXlWifaceWed aSSURach SURYideV Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ WR 1: iVRlaWe
Whe ideRlRg\ WhaW iQfRUPV Whe WechQRlRgical aUWifacW, 2: e[aPiQe Whe WechQRcXlWXUal SUa[iV
aVVRciaWed ZiWh Whe aUWifacW, aQd 3: aQal\]e Whe diVcRXUVeV WhaW ePeUge fURP iWV XVeUV
(BURck 2020). IQ RWheU ZRUdV, aQal\ViQg TZiWWeU, Black SigQf\iQ¶ RQ TZiWWeU, aQd Black
TZiWWeU diVcRXUVeV VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ cUeaWeV a PRUe UeYealiQg SicWXUe Rf Whe cUeaWiYiW\, Sla\,
aQd deViUeV ZiWhiQ AQagUaPPaWical Black digiWal SUa[iV. ThiV PRYeV XV aZa\ fURP Whe
WeUPV Rf ageQc\ aQd UeViVWaQce, Zhich RSeQV XS Whe SRWeQWial fRU a PRUe Uadical
iPagiQaWiRQ Rf QRW RQl\ ZhaW iV acWXall\ haSSeQiQg ZiWhiQ AQagUaPPaWical (DigiWal)
BlackQeVV, bXW alVR, ZhaW fXWXUeV, SUeVeQWV, aQd SaVWV aUe RSeQed XS ZheQ cRQQecWiRQV
aUe fRUged WhURXgh diffeUeQW SaWhZa\V (ShaUSe, 2016; FeUUeiUa Da SilYa, 2020).

IQWUaVSHFWLRQ aV IQWHUGHSHQGHQFH

TheVe aQagUaPPaWical SUacWiceV aUe Uadical becaXVe Whe\ cUeaWe aQ alWeUQaWiYe digiWal
laQdVcaSe ZheUe Black SeRSle, ZheQ WXUQed iQZaUdV/WRZaUdV BlackQeVV, caQ UejecW
aQWiblackQeVV aQd iWV ideRlRgical XQdeUSiQQiQgV (Se[WRQ, 2011). ThiV cRPPXQal SUa[iV
haSSeQV iQ Ueal WiPe aQd caQQRW eaVil\ be aSSURSUiaWed RU RbjecWified. ThiV VliSSeU\ aQd
adaSWiYe VWUaWeg\ iV iQfRUPed b\ a QRWiRQ Rf ZhaW I call ³IQWUa-VSecWiRQ,´ WhaW cUeaWeV a
VeQVe Rf Black iQWeUdeSeQdeQce.

ThiV iV a fRUP Rf liWeUac\ WhaW belieV Whe QRWiRQ Rf Whe liWeUaWe aQd cUeaWeV a Uadical
SRWeQWial iQ Whe PXQdaQe, illegible, aQd iPSeUceSWible (SilYa 2020). WhaW fUeedRP/V e[iVW
ZheQ Ze WXUQ aZa\ fURP SeUceSWiRQ aQd VXUYeillaQce aQd UeYel iQ Whe RSaTXe aQd a
QRWiRQ Rf ³Ze´ WhaW iV defiQed QRW b\ aQ RbjecWif\iQg QRWiRQ Rf XQiW\, bXW UaWheU b\ iWV
diffeUeQceV aQd YaUiaQceV (Ibid)? CiYil digiWal VRcieW\ SURPRWeV a VeQVe Rf digiWal liWeUac\
WhaW aWWePSWV WR SUeVeQW a Uace-leVV cRQceSWiRQ Rf cRPPRQl\ acceSWed aSSURSUiaWe
WechQRlRg\ XVe (BURck, 2020, @iWVke\RQ). ThiV haV UeVXlWed iQ a cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ Rf
Whe WechQRcXlWXUal VSheUe aV a cXlWXUal fUee fRU all, Zhich deSRliWici]eV Black cXlWXUal
SUa[iV aQd UeQdeUV iW aYailable fRU cRPSleWe aSSURSUiaWiRQ. Black digiWal SUa[iV cRXQWeUV
WhiV aQWiblack QRWiRQ b\ QegRWiaWiQg Whe VWakeV Rf SXblic diVcRXUVe aURXQd SURSeU
WechQRlRgical XVe.
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TZeeWV:

LaQi. [@a\akaPiQaj] ³QRQblackV SleaVe be aZaUe WhaW VXV iV a VlXU. back dXUiQg VlaYeU\, ZhiWe
VlaYe PaVWeUV ZRXld call VXVSecWed UXQaZa\ VlaYeV VXV aQd Whe\ ZRXld be Zh*SSed iQ
UeWaliaWiRQ. SleaVe be PiQdfXl :/´. TZLWWHU.  MaUch 16 2021
hWWSV://WZiWWeU.cRP/a\akaPiQaj/VWaWXV/1371814941691424769

CaUe, MXWiQg/BlRckiQg = Self.[@QXeeUiQgPV\ch] SWRS TUDQVODWLQJ AAVE FRU NRQ-BODFN PSO. II
TKH\ DRQ'W UQGHUVWDQG, IW'V NRW MHDQW IRU TKHP WR KQRZ THDFK D NHZ :RUG & TKH\'OO
DLVUHVSHFWIXOO\ UVH IW RXW RI CRQWH[W, MDNH $ RII IW, & TKHQ "CDQFHO" IW :KHQ TKH\ GHW
BRUHGI GHW AQQR\HG SHHLQJ <'DOO PHUIRUP FUHH THANKLESS LDERU. TZiWWeU, 16 MaU.
2021, WZiWWeU.cRP/QXeeUiQgPV\ch/VWaWXV/1371727524292595717.

HOOD VOGUE iV WiUed Rf SRYeUW\. [@iWVke\RQ]<'DOO :LOO PD\ IRU UU CULPHV IRU MDNLQJ
MDLQVWUHDP MHGLD TKLQN ADYH IV JXVW "GHQ-] LDQJXDJH" PLF.WZLWWHU.FRP/WH\GO8N[9U.
TZiWWeU, 9 Ma\ 2021, WZiWWeU.cRP/iWVke\RQ/VWaWXV/1391433136760893440.
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